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Weekly Review 


ee OF THE 


Affairs of FRANCE: 


__-Purg’d from the Errors and Partiality of New/- 


Writers and Petty-State/men, of alf Sides. 


Saturday, March 4. 1704. 


E prontis’d at the Conclofion of the laft Paper; fome 
Account of the Profpe& of Affairs relating to the 
next Campaign, as a further Defcription of the 
French Greatnefs. 

We thall Endeavour to fay nothing of the French Gteatnef$ 
with the Air of a‘ French Emiffary ; and leave as little roost 
as poflible for the Charge of Partiality ; If the, Fresch Gran- 
deur is at prefent the Terrour of Exrope, “tis'a'moft Natu- 
ral Confequence, that the Prodigy of the Growing Power of 
France is an awakening Wonder, tis a Text fruitfol in Ap- 
plication, and the Conféquences Very ufeful. 

Tis true, This Age is apt to make wrong Inferences, and 
we are Content they fhould believe What they pleafe of this 


Defiga, till the Event proves whether we are in the wrong, 
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We have already given a fhort Schem 
the laft Campaign: As the French began the Gam 
ihe Confederates ended it, they now prepare in all 
end it about the Time when the Confederates begin. __ 

Were not the Affairs of the prefent War too Soler 
too Dangerous a Thing to Jeft with, I could make 
Merry with the moft ridiculous Hiftories we have in out 
ftorical News-Afangers, Aforthly Accounts, View of the Worle 
not omitting the moft Voluminous Author of the Poft-Afan, 


with his Outlandifh Obfervations, in which the French are a 
continually treated with the Language whicn we think will 
pleafe the World, that the Greatnefs of the Fresh Nation 
muft be fo much the more-plealing, by how much the Expe- 
étations of the People have been abus’d into. a Belief. that they — 
were eafie to be reduced. ey: 

I need not repeat, that if the French were fo eafic to be — 
reduc’d, it muft reproach the Confederate Condu@, that wo 
have not yet brought it to pafs. aM 

I fhall not add to their real Greatnefs, the Boafts of a Pa- 
raphrafe, and fall in with their own. Humour by way of Rho- — 
domontade to make them look greater than they arc, bur the 
end of this Paper is to fet our Enemies in their proper Light, 
Examine their Condition, and reprefent them to our view, | 
jut as they really are, Stating their Magnitude in its proper 
Dimenfions, that as the Devil may not appear fo Black as he — 
: painted, fo he may be really painted no. Whiter..than 

e- is. 

Tis hard that there fhould be any need of an Apology for 
telling the Truth, if our Enemies are fo. very inconfiderable, 
that we think them fit for our. Banter, and Expofe them in 
Ballads and Lampoon. For God fake, Gentlemen, Beat them, 
Subdue them, Conquer them, Bring them dawn, Force them 
10 a Peace, Force them.to Reftore what they have Torn from. 
the reft of the World, Oblige them to keep the Bounds 
of Treaties and Leagues, whether, of Partition or othere 


If this be not: done What shall we fay! Are the 
Greas for us, or arg we in the Wrong? : a 


The 


prefent Affairs of the War lie now before us, a 

a Re 2 » and 
: all we fhall fay, it fhall pleafe us beyond Expreffion to 
have it appear, at-the end of the Campaign, that.the Freeh 
are not fo confiderable as this Paper defcribes. 
pe. t the end of the laft Year, we were told, The French 
a ing had given Orders for the Raifing soooo Recruits: Our 
Logg ntlemen that deal in Print, and Sell us what News they 
Pleafe, told us this Truth, but made it a Thing next to an 
 Impoffibility that he fhould find the Men. 

_ . If thefe Men were willing, or capable of telling us how 
_ large the Dominions of the French are, how fuil of People, 
_ and what Regularities their Government is under as to Railing 
of Men, they would not have the face to tell us, that it was 
- not eafie for them to raife them. 
__. The Cafe of the Confederates, and the French, differ in 
this Material Point, That if the Confederates can fad Mer 
they never want Money ; with the French, That if the King 
can find Money he. will n¢éver. want Men. 

To Search the Matter farther, If the French King ordered 
gocos Recruits, *tis Apparent he has found the Men, fince 
it appears that there are 15900 Recruits ready, and fome of 
them already Landed at Final for the Army in Italy; 15000 
more are allow’d to be ready for the Army in Bavaria, and 
to be joyn’d with 15000 of the Old Troops, to break through 

the Black Fore? into Bavaria. : 

If 30000 ‘new rais’d Men are thus fet apart for thofe two 
pieces of Services, as by all.our Accouots appear, I leave it 
to any Man that underftands the Affairs of Ere to judge 
what: Nomber of Recruits are needful to keep full the Regi- 

- ments in al) other Parts of the French Service ; and, fince we 
do net find they are any where wanting in the needful Nun- 
bers of Men, the Confequences are plaia, that all the difm 
Stories of the Poverty and Depopulation of the Country, 
which our Papers have been fuJl of, cannot be true. : 

And if we are Deceiv’d in that, we {ball alfo be Deceiv’d 
in-the great want of Money we charge the French with; fiace 
we fee they find a way to make their Armies live at the Ex- 
pence of their Enemies, or their own Conquer’d Coun- 
tries. 
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In the firft Articles « nex! <8 
the King of France ready to find an Overplus: ftar 
for his Grandfon of Spain; The Spaniard, a Slothful a 


Impoverifht Nation, would be in a very Indifferent Condi-— 
tion of Defence, were it not for. the Effet-of the prefent — 
Management ; but under French Condu& they out-do them, 


felves. 


On the Approach of the Confederate Affiftance,: and a New 


King of Spain, the French. =e who never leaves himfelf 
open, took Care to be as forward as his Enemies ; ’Tis true, 
God Almighty has feem’d to Change Sides in this Caufe, 
and by the Violence of two unufual Tempefts, drove them 
twice back, by which the Matter has been Delay’d till the 
French are as forward as the Confederates. 

In the approaching War, tho’ the Spamiards are able to 
Contribute Nttle to themfelves, we find the Freach, mare put 
to it to confider what fort of Troops will pleafe the Spaniards, 
than where to find Men to fupply them witb, to bring this 
Surly Nation to be Content with them. 

The French King has two Capital Enemies to Fight with 
in Spain, befides the Confederate Forces. 

The haughty Male-Content Nobility, and the Natural Aver- 
fion of the Spaniards to the French, this laft- makes it-very 
neceflary to make the Affliftance of the French fuitable -and 
acceptable to the Spaniard ,; and to make this tollerable, they 
are prettily Cheated with Troops from Flanders, Uilan, and 
Naples, at the fame time thefe Regiments are fil’d up witb. 
French Officers, under the. Title of Wadoons, and. Foreigners 
of all Nations are chofen, efnecially. Jrifh; Flemings, and 
Scots. 

By this French Finenefs of Management, the Spaniards have 
a. French Army and no French Army, they have the Subftance: 
and not the Name: The Generals are as wifely Chofen as 
the Troops, Tferclas de Tilly is a Prince that bas always been: 
in the. Service of Spain in the Netherlands, and is of the 
Family-and Name of Yobn Tferclas, Count de Tilly, the Old 
Famous General in the Spamjh and, Jmperjal, Armies, who was 
never beaten till'the terrible Sacking of Atagdeburgh feem’d. 


tq ripen him and his Army for the Terrour of Europe; bue. 


being met by Divine Vengeance, they were entirely over- 
varowo by Guffavas Adolphus the King of Sweden, at the 
Battle 
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ipfick, th e Of ‘Spring of this Gallant-Man, ‘is now 
eneral of the Freach Auxilliaries, and to.them is joyn’d 
1¢ Duke of Berwick, as a General of. the Jif, a Nation ale 
ways acceptable to the Spaniards. ae 
In this methéd of proceeding, the French prepare to face: 
us in Spain, the King of France has fupplied them with two 
extraordinary Trains of Artillery, with Ammunition and Stores 
in proportion, and has remitted a Milliop and 200000 Crowns 
to Sevil for the Pay of the Army. - 
Thus the Spaniards, under French. Maupgement, feem<to ° 
“? threaten us that if we do not follow the Blow with more 
____-Wigour than ufual, they may chance in one Age to revive the 
Antient Military Glory of the Spanifh Infantry, which in the 
Days of the Dukes 2’ Alva and Parma were the beft Troops 
in the World. . 
Is this toftance of the Power of Fraxce, a full ‘Demonftra- 
tien of their being near a Redudtion? No Prince fpares his: 
Money, aud his Troops, to aflift another, who is in any Dan- - 
ger or Fear of being Overcome himfelf: If the King. of “2 
France can fpare.15000 Men, a Train of Artillery, Maga- 
zines‘of Arms and Ammuunirion, and fend 300000 Pilto'es be- 
torehand to Pay them, It’s but.a bad fign that we.have 
reducd rim to a profpeét. of Compliance. 
Alfece Gtoans under the prefent Weight of .Frexch Troops; 
the Numerous Legions of his Army hover aver the German — 
Fiontiefs, and threaten a fuddain Storm.: We find all our’ 
Accounts trom Meztz, Franckfort, Rhinfield, Trareback,~ Cob-- 
lentz;-from the AMofelie to the Borders of the Smifs on the 
Upper Rhine, this black Cloud is feen, and no Man knows 
where the Thuaderbolt will fix. 
Philipsburgh expeéts a Siege before the Confederates: can 
be:in the-Field; Afentz, Coblentz, Bon, and Rhinfeld, are in 
equal Apprehenfions of Danger; Nor is there any where a 
proportion’d appearance of # Force to Relieve the Place which 
that fhall be Attack’d. 
At the fame time this may he doing, they pretend to be 
ftrong enough to force their way through the Black Fore 
into Bavaria, and have an Army ready in the Upper Alface 
for that purpofe. 
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Ravages all Swabia 
threaten Germany 


tempt within the compafs of A4arch and April, I am for 
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[cannot believe but I am within the compafs of Modefty. 
and of the Reafon of the thing, if I fay, ’tis very proba 
the Effeéts of all thefe vaft Projects will fhow themfelves 
fore the Month of Adarch goes over. 


Nor can I help taking notice, That what ever they at 
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to fay it, there’s no probability of their being difappoint 
ed, the Germans do not pretend to be forward enough to 
take the Field with any extraordinary Force, at leaft in times 
fo that if the Accounts we have are true, of the Power and 
Forwardnefs of the French, the Campaign muft begin to the — 
lofs of the Confederates. . 
The next Paper fhall end this Melancholly Account of 
the GreatnefS of our Enemies ; and after having troubl’d — 
the World with fome neceffary Confequences of thefe Ob- 
fervations, we fhall Examine the Forces, the Strength, and — 
the Condu& of the Confederates; and if we do offer at 
fome probability of Reétification, and draw fome fuch Ob- 
fervations as are juftin this Cafe, with what Caution we think 
neceflary, we perfwade our felves, the World will not think — 
their time il Spent in Reading it. 
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from the Scandalous Cius: 
BEING, : 


AW eekly Hiftory of Nonfenfe, Impertinence, 
ae Vice and Debauchery. 
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J ‘His Club having been very full of Bufinefs for a Month or 
__ two pat, we are oblig’d to refer the Abftra& of their Pro- 
ecedings to a Short Abridgement, which fhall Supply the Place of 
Jong Particulars, becaufe we are not willing to omit the Cafe of the. 
New/-Writers, as it ftands in the Journals of the Society according to - 


au one in our laft. 
_ The Writer of the Gezerte being firft in Quality, was Call’d in 
and Examin’d: He was Charg’d with Repreaching the Government, 
for that he who Writes by Authority fhould prefume to Write Nor 
‘ftenfe, wasa Refle&tion upon that Authority that Employ’d him ; and 
to make out the Charge, he was Ordered to make Sence of the fol- 
_ lowing Paragraph. 
(Count Starembergh marching through the Milanefe to joyn the Duke 
7) “Savoy, met 200 French. Horfe near Brono, whom they either kill'd 
er took Prifoners, except 43 whe efcaped, and all the reft were ‘kill'd 
upon the fpor.} [Gazette, Feb. 14. 1703.] 
‘The Gentleman would ha’ laid the Fault upon the Printer, but 
_ # was plain “twas no Errour of the Prefs, fo he was oblig’d to. 
 Anfwer one of thefé two Queftions. 
1. If the whole Sentence-were put into Latin, Which would be 
the principle Verb ? 
2. If the Matter of Fa& be true, How many of the French 
Horfe were taken Prifoners ? 
But being not able to give a fatisiactery Anfwer to either of thefe 
~ Queftions, Ne withdrew ; and the Court confidered, that being a 
Publick Officer, he fhould be Civily us‘d, he was Ordered to re- 
ceive a Reprimand from the Direétor of the Club, and be Difnis’d 
on his Parole. of Amendment. The 
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of the Snow. 

In the fame Paper “te tel! us, [tie Ds 
to fill up his Regiments with Vagabonds of a 

Here they: were ask’d the fol x 
1. How the Duke de Vendofine, EE 

Milanefe, Mantuan, and part if three other 

- fhould come art fich a Number of Vagabo 

2. Whether the Regiments were made up ‘of any 

before ? e 

3. Whether all Italy cou’d Supply bien with Vagabonds 

Ditto Paper.] [General Fremont threatned the Inhabisants of 
Dutchy of Modena, on the Frontiers of France, with Fire and S 

Here being ask’d, If any part of Afodena was within 400 Miles + 
of the Frontiers of France 2 they honcitly pleaded ri and faid, me s 
They did not know. 

Ditto Paper.] [They fay the Boors cf Tyrol had Plindersd « ne 
Monaftery calla Bavaria.] 
Being ask’d, Where that Monaite #: ftood ? They could nor tell: 
So the Map of the Country being laid before them, they were Or- 
dered to find it out ; but being not able to find it, the Club came 

to this Refolve. 

That they were a Triumvirate of Blook-felling, Nonfen{e-Wri- 
ting, Ignorant, News-Merchants, and were Entred in the Books 
upon Record, never to be crofsd out till fome Coxcombs are 
brought before the Society for giving any heed to what they Write, | 
and fo may ttard Recorded for greater Blockheads than themfelves. 

“Memorandum, It frould ha’ been the Monaftery of Clofter Beyeren 
in Bavaria. 


For the reft of the Proceedings we refer to our next. 
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